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-afmall permanent force, and occafionally to call out bodies of the militia. 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 
January 26th, 1795. 


¢ 


SIR, 


IN purfuance of a refolution of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, of the 21/2 inftant, 
reque/ting the Prefident of the United States “ to direct the proper officer to lay 
before the Houfe a ftatement of the number of troops that will be neceffary to 


maintain fuch a line of military pofts as it will be expedient to efablifh, effectually 


to protect the frontiers of the United States 3? LT fubmit the following report ; 
and am, 


With great re/pect, 
SIR, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 


TIMOTHY PICKERING, 


Secretary of War. 
The SPEAKER of the Houle of Repre- 
fentatives of the United States. 


REPORT of the SacRETARY of War on the abovementioned 
Refolution. 


y ‘HE attempt to form the ftatement required in the refolution, has been 
found extremely embarrafling: Our fituation, at this time, prefenting 
no definite object to which military operations fhall be pointed. 


Although lately, on our northweftern frontier, victory attended our arms, 
_and the principal villages of our favage enemies were deftroyed, yet it does 
not appear that thefe events have produced amongit them a general difpo- 
fition to make peace. If they continue hoftile, a force, merely defenfive, will 
be infufficient to fecure the advantages we have gained. Our moft advanced 
pofts are from a hundred and fifty to nearly a hundred and eighty miles from 
the Ohio. At prefent, we can fupport them with troops, ftores and provifions 
only, from that river. For this purpofe a chain of pofts muft be maintained, 
befides a very refpe@table force to infure the fafety of the convoys. The hoftile 
nations may yet embody in numbers nearly equal to thofe which oppofed our 
arms in the laft campaign. Confequently the convoys fhould be of {trength, 
not only to refift, but to overcome them: otherwife the neceflary fupport of 
the pofts may fail; and then they muft be abandoned, or left to fall viétims 
to famine or the enemy. But to abandon thofe pofts would be, in a great 
meafure, to furrender the fruits of the lat campaign. It would be a con- 
feflion of our weaknefs; and by encouraging the enemy to perfevere, pro- 
long the war. 

On the frontiers of the fouthweftern territory, and of Georgia, there is not 
yet indeed an open war; neverthelefs, the continued depredations of the 
Creeks and Cherokees have rendered it neceflary to keep up, in the former 
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But the reprefentations from that quarter, now before the Houfe, fhow how 
inadequate have been thefe forces for the effectual protection of that frontier. 


In Georgia, the dangerous {ituation of its back fettlers, as exhibited by 
the Governor of that ftate, induced the Prefident to authorize him to erect, 
with his militia, fo many ftations, as joined with thofe garrifoned by the 
federal troops, formed a chain of pofts along its whole extenfive frontier ; 
and corps of militia-horfe patrolled between them. But numerous as were 
the ftations and troops, the Governor (an experienced foldier) deemed them 


unequal to the object of a full defence. 

Befides our Indian frontier, the fea-coaft is to be guarded. The fortifi- 
cations, now ereéting, will require, to aid in completing, and to man them, 
the greater part of the corps of artillerifts and engineers ; which feems to 
have been organized principally for that purpofe. 

In this view of the fituation of the United States, while negociations with 
the foreign nations who poffefs adjoining territories, are depending ; while 
a reftoration of peace with the weftern Indians is uncertain ; and while an 


extenfion of open war with other and more powerful tribes is impending, it 
would feem highly inexpedient and unfafe to depend on a permanent force 
ftablifhment ; efpecially, when itis confidered, 


fhort of our prefent military e 
that ficknefs and other contingencies will forever make large deductions 


from its efficient numbers. 
All which is refpecifully fubmitted. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
Secretary of War. 
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